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8:45 - 9:15 a.m.

9:30 - 11:30 a.m.
       

11:30 a.m. - 1:15 p.m.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m.

3:30 - 4:00 p.m.     

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Welcome Address (Audley Hall)
Master of Ceremonies: Dorothea Helms

morning Workshops (Lower Level)
• From Inspiration to Publication - Ruth E. Walker
• Using Writing for Healing - Dr. Laura Apol
• Adding a Little Queer to Your Fiction - M-E Girard
• 20 Social Media Superchargers - Anne MacLachlan
• Many Voices: Diversity in Memoir - Allyson Latta

midday gathering, Lunch (Audley Hall)
Speaker: Wayson Choy

afternoon Workshops (Lower Level)
• Publishing Roundtable - Lefebvre, Nason, O’Connor, Watters
• Cultural World-Building - Amanda Sun
• Can’t Go Under It, Can’t Go Over It - Farzana Doctor
• Watch Your Language - Gwynn Scheltema
• Having Faith in Your Writing - Alison Pick

Networking Break (cocktail area, upper Level)

Closing Address (Audley Hall)
Speaker: Drew Hayden Taylor

Blue Pencil & Practice Pitch Sessions run several times throughout the day (Lower Level)
Blue pencil: 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.         Practice pitch: 11:30 - 12:00 p.m. and 3:30 - 4:00 p.m.

2016 owcat a glance
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Master of ceremonies

dorothea helms
Master of Ceremonies

Dorothea Helms, a.k.a. The Writing Fairy®, is an award-winning, 
internationally published writer, popular writing instructor and 
writing contest judge. She is the author of the highly successful 
book, The Writing Fairy Guide to Calling Yourself a Writer (now 
available on Kindle), and she offers courses, workshops and 
keynote speeches that inspire adults to write and publish their 
work. This prolific Fairy is also owner of Write Stuff Writing 
Services, through which she provides professional writing and 
editing services of all kinds. She is known for her trademark 
humour. Emceeing the OWC is one of Dorothea’s favourite 
things … EVER.

OWC 2011 fLASHBACK

Back row: Rosalyn Cronin, Sherry Hinman, Kevin Craig, Janet Boccone, Cynthia Englert-Rattey, Lana Cutrara, Deb Rankine
Front row: Barbara Hunt, Andrew Pyper, Wayson Choy, Robert Wiersema, Sandra Clarke
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Keynote  Speakers

Wayson choy
Lunch Speaker/Honorary Patron

Wayson Choy’s first novel, The Jade Peony, spent six months 
on The Globe and Mail’s national bestseller list, shared the 
Trillium Book Award for best book in 1995, and won the 1996 
City of Vancouver Book Award. His next novel, All That Matters, 
won the Trillium Book Award in 2004 and was shortlisted for 
the 2005 Giller Prize. In 1999, Wayson’s first memoir, Paper 
Shadows, was a finalist for the Governor General’s Award, the 
Charles Taylor Prize, and the Drainie-Taylor Biography Prize. His 
most recent book is Not Yet.

Drew hayden taylor
Closing Speaker

During the last 25 years of his life, Drew Hayden Taylor has 
done many things, most of which he is proud of. An Ojibway 
from the Curve Lake First Nation in Ontario, he has worn 
many hats in his literary career, from performing stand-up 
comedy at the Kennedy Center in Washington, D.C., to being 
artistic director of Canada’s premier Native theatre company, 
Native Earth Performing Arts. He has been an award-winning 
playwright, journalist/columnist, short story writer, novelist 
and television scriptwriter and has worked on over 17 
documentaries exploring the Native experience. 

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:
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Morning  workshops
ruth E. walker
FROM INSPIRATION TO PUBLICATION: CREATIVE WRITING 101
Ruth E. Walker’s first submission won Canadian Living magazine’s 
story contest in 1996. She hasn’t looked back since, having won 
several more competitions and awards for her poetry, fiction and 
playwriting. She won the 2014 Muskoka Novel Marathon Young Adult 
award, and that manuscript went on in 2015 to win a $12,000 Works 
in Progress grant from the Ontario Arts Council. Ruth is a partner 
with Gwynn Scheltema in Writescape, which offers writing retreats 
and workshops for writers at all levels. Ruth’s literary novel, Living 
Underground (Seraphim Editions), is now in second printing. 

m-e girard
ADDING A LITTLE QUEER TO YOUR FICTION: THE DOS & DON’TS 
M-E Girard is a Canadian writer of contemporary fiction—mostly 
young adult fiction, sometimes new adult fiction, usually queer 
fiction, and always about girls. Her debut novel, Girl Mans Up, will be 
published in 2016 by Katherine Tegen Books/HarperCollins. M-E was 
a fellow of the 2013 and 2015 Lambda Writers Retreat for Emerging 
LGBT Voices. Her writing has appeared in Plenitude Magazine. M-E is 
a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators 
and of the Writers’ Community of Durham Region.

anne maclachlan
20 SOCIAL MEDIA SUPERCHARGERS
Anne MacLachlan lives to boost the signal of stories. A self-professed 
web geek, Anne stays on top of the latest and greatest in the social 
media world. Her passion for digital marketing landed her the role of 
social media coordinator for Ontario Parks, and she spends her days 
merrily tweeting, posting and vlogging. Anne’s unplugged hours are 
spent writing fantasy. She eagerly awaits the day her worlds collide 
and dragons sweep the Twitterverse.
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ALLYSON LATTA
MANY VOICES: DIVERSITY IN MEMOIR

Allyson Latta is a Toronto-based literary editor, 
writer, and writing instructor. She has edited 
award-winning fiction and creative non-fiction 
by some of Canada’s most respected writers. 
Her online courses, Memories into Story I 
and II, at University of Toronto’s School of 
Continuing Studies, attract emerging writers 
from around the globe, and her creative 
writing workshops for Toronto Public Library, 
Diaspora Dialogues, and Koffler Centre 
of the Arts, among others, have engaged 
participants representing an array of cultures 
and experiences. Allyson leads instructional 
writers’ retreats in Canada and abroad. Visit 
her website, Memories into Story, at www.
allysonlatta.ca. 

dr. laura apol
USING WRITING FOR HEALING

Dr. Laura Apol is a faculty member at Michigan 
State University. Her most recent work, which 
used writing to facilitate healing among 
survivors of the 1994 genocide against the 
Tutsi of Rwanda, resulted in a collection of her 
own poetry, Requiem, Rwanda (2015), and 
the book was translated into Kinyarwanda 
as Emwe N’imvura Irabyibuka (Even the Rain 
Remembers). She is currently completing a 
novel-in-poems for young readers, based on 
the experience of one genocide survivor. In 
addition to writing numerous professional 
publications, she is the author of two 
additional collections of her own poems: 
Falling into Grace (1998) and Crossing 
the Ladder of Sun (2004; winner of the 
Oklahoma Book Award). Her poems have 
appeared in a wide range of literary journals 
and anthologies and have won a number of 
national and international prizes. 



Manuscript Mentoring

All good things must come to an end. And the Ontario 
Writers’ Conference was quite a good thing. To witness 
each year, as our paper plans turned to rooms full 
of people learning, talking, laughing, teaching and 
connecting, well, that was a very good thing. And if 
you multiply all that by eight conferences, you can only 

imagine our sense of gratification. A great many people 
now take a collective bow as we present to you our final conference. All 
told, over eight conferences and ten years, there are probably a hundred 
people — committee members, other volunteers, community partners, 
sponsors, facilitators, and friends of the OWC — who have made it all 
happen. Thank you for being a part of it all.

Sherry Hinman,
treasurer and founding chair
Ontario Writers’ Conference
2008–2016

How touched we were with the outpouring of love and 
gratitude on announcing the end of the Ontario Writers’ 
Conference. Your appreciation for OWC’s teaching, 
connecting and inspiring writers; the thankfulness at 
the encouragement and support along your writers’ 

journeys; the joy of being there on the day-of…each year! 
Please know that I, for one, have received much more than 

I’ve given. The learning curve made me grow. Your enthusiasm made 
my heart swell. And the legacy makes me proud of the writers and their 
communities, here, in Ontario, and across Canada. So please understand 
that I am grateful to you!

Barbara Hunt,
president and founding chair
Ontario Writers’ Conference
2008–2016
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connect
educate

inspire
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farzana doctor
CAN’T GO UNDER IT, CAN’T GO OVER IT

Farzana Doctor is a Toronto-based author of 
three novels: Stealing Nasreen, Six Metres 
of Pavement (which won a Lambda Literary 
Award and was shortlisted for the Toronto 
Book Award) and the recently released All 
Inclusive. Farzana was named one of CBC 
Books’ “Ten Canadian Women Writers You 
Need to Read Now” (2012), was voted Best 
Author in NOW Magazine’s 2015 Best of 
Toronto Readers’ Choice Poll and was the 
recipient of the Writers’ Trust of Canada’s 
Dayne Ogilvie Award (2011). She curates the 
Brockton Writers Series.

Afternoon workshops

amanda sun
CULTURAL WORLD-BUILDING

Amanda Sun is the author of The Paper Gods, 
a YA fantasy series set in Japan and published 
by Harlequin Teen. Her first two books, Ink 
and Rain, are Aurora Award nominees and 
Junior Library Guild selections. Ink was also 
an Indie Next List pick and an Indigo Top Teen 
pick. Her short fiction has been published in 
Room magazine, in Tesseracts Fifteen, and by 
Drollerie Press. Her upcoming titles include 
Heir to the Sky, a YA fantasy out April 2016, 
and the short story “What Harm,” in the 
anthology Strangers Among Us, August 2016. 
She’s spoken on numerous diversity, fantasy 
and YA panels, including at World Fantasy, Ad 
Astra and When Words Collide and for School 
Library Journal.
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GWYNN SCHELTEMA
WATCH YOUR LANGUAGE

Back by popular demand, Gwynn Scheltema brings her insights 
and practical approach to another OWC workshop. Gwynn is an 
award-winning writer and poet, a professional editor and co-host 
and producer for Word on the Hills, on 89.7 FM. She has taught for 
over 25 years, at community colleges, private colleges, private and 
government conferences, retreats and day and evening workshops. 
Learn more at writescape.ca. 

alison pick
HAVING FAITH IN YOUR WRITING

Alison Pick is the author of the Booker Prize–nominated novel Far to 
Go and the bestselling memoir Between Gods. She won the Jewish 
Book Award in both the fiction and memoir categories, as well as the 
Bronwen Wallace Award for most promising Canadian writer under 
the age of 35. She is currently on faculty at the Humber School for 
Writers and the Sage Hill Writing Experience.

PUBLISHING ROUNDTABLE
Jim Nason is the owner and publisher of Tightrope Books. Mark Leslie Lefebvre is the director 
of self-publishing and author relations for Rakuten Kobo, Inc. Mike O’Connor is the founder and 
publisher of London-based publishing house, Insomniac Press; he also teaches creative writing 
and publishing at the University of Western Ontario, York University, Ryerson University, and the 
University of Toronto. Carly Watters is a VP and senior literary agent at the P.S. Literary Agency.

jim nason mark lefebvre mike o’connor carly watters
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Manuscript  mentoring
blue pencil

sherry hinman ruth walker erin thomas kevin craig

ali mcdonald carly watters cassandra rodgers ellie sipila

Blue pencil and practice pitch sessions 
take place on the lower level.

Please consult your schedule for your pre-booked 
time. For more information, visit the OWC FAQ 

insert included in this package.

jake babad monica pacheco olga filina sam hiyate

stacey donaghy sue miller

practice pitch 
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Cornerstone award
Each year, the Ontario Writers’ Conference chooses a worthy recipient of the Cornerstone Award. 
It’s our way of recognizing a Canadian person or organization from outside the writing field who 
has demonstrated exemplary support of Canadian writers and the writing arena in general.
Previous winners include:
• Matt Galloway, host of CBC Radio One’s Metro Morning (2010)
• The Griffin Trust for Excellence in Poetry (2011)
• Jack Rabinovitch, founder of The Giller Prize (2012)
• The Word on the Street (2013)
• Douglas Gibson (2014)
• Shelagh Rogers & Jacqueline Kirk (2015) 

OWC 2015 Cornerstone Award winners, Jacqueline Kirk and 
Shelagh Rogers, with their “curator of sound,” Erin Noel.

Who will be the recipient of this year’s Cornerstone Award?
Find out during the lunch break, when OWC president Barbara Hunt makes 

this special presentation.

Cornerstone
Award

Each year, the Ontario Writers’ Conference chooses a worthy recipient of 
the Cornerstone Award. It’s our way of recognizing a Canadian person or 

organization from outside the writing field who has demonstrated exemplary 
support of Canadian writers and the writing arena in general.

Previous winners include:
Matt Galloway, host of CBC Radio One’s Metro Morning (2010)

The Griffin Trust for Excellence in Poetry (2011)
Jack Rabinovitch, founder of The Giller Prize (2012)

The Word on the Street (2013)
Douglas Gibson (2014)

Shelagh Rogers & Jacqueline Kirk (2015) 
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Saturday master classes

TOBIN ELLIOTT

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS:
THE ART OF WRITING 
COLLABORATIVELY
Dale Long grew up with his nose 
buried in the worlds of Farley Mowat, 
Agatha Christie and Franklin W. Dixon 
(a.k.a. Leslie McFarlane et al.). Tobin 
Elliott, on the other hand, dug deep into Ray Bradbury, Arthur C. Clarke, Robert R. Heinlein, Isaac Asimov 
and Frank Herbert. Dale’s deep sense of tradition and his mix of Newfoundland and Scottish heritage lend 
a richness and old-school flavour to his writing, while Tobin draws on events from his family’s troubled past 
as well as his own and then twists those events to new depths. It’s his way of wrestling with the demons 
that haunt us all. When he’s not writing horror, he’s collaborating with Dale on a series of interconnected 
stories in their Gods and Monsters universe. Tobin has published three novellas and has had stories 
published in two anthologies, the most recent one in Expiration Date, edited by Nancy Kilpatrick. 

DONNA MORRISSEY
ARCHETYPES, CHARACTERS AND YOU
Donna Morrissey publishes through Penguin Canada and has written 
five nationally bestselling novels that are cradled in the Newfoundland 
culture and yet universal in the emotional upheaval and transcendence 
of their characters. She has received awards in Canada, the United 
States and England, and her novel Sylvanus Now was shortlisted for the 
Commonwealth Prize.

HEATHER TUCKER
CREATIVITY KICKSTARTER: DISCOVERING THE POWER OF PLAY
Heather is the winner of the Writers’ Union of Canada and Literal Latte 
short prose competitions; a four-time winner of the WCDR short story 
competitions and a finalist for the Australian Book Review, Elizabeth 
Jolley Prize, PRISM International Non-Fiction contest, Malahat’s 
Novella Prize, Constance Rooke Creative Non-Fiction Prize, Open 
Season Award and Far Horizons Award. Her debut novel, The Clay Girl, 
will be published in the fall of 2016 by ECW Press.

Dale long



Cornerstone Award

Blue Heron Books is proud to be the 
Official Bookseller of the 2016 
Ontario Writers’ Conference 
and a longtime supporter of the 
writing community.

For more than 25 years, we have 
lined our shelves with the works of 
artists painting from a palette of 26 
letters.

Our focus has been on connecting 
the reader with the author via 
inspired bookselling, extraordinary 
author events and other unique 
pairings of books and their audience. 
We also invite you to join us in the 
Blue Heron Studio, a creative space 
that leaves the door open for unique 
interpretation. It has served dancers, 
yoga enthusiasts, master class writing 
instructors, Soul Collage® devotees, 
and horse whisperers. Artists of 
all stripes continue to hone their 
skills in a space that has become the 
creative hub of the community.

www.blueheronbooks.com
62 Brock St. W., Uxbridge, ON  905-852-4282

Voted
Canada’s

#1 Independent 
Bookseller!

Welcome, participants of the
2016 Ontario Writers’ Conference!



www.thewritersconference.com

The Ontario Writers' Conference
is grateful for the support of:

follow us:
www.TheWritersConference.com

Facebook: OntarioWritersConference
Twitter: @OntWritersConf  #OWCFinale

Instagram: @OntWritersConf
Check out our YouTube channel: Ontario Writers Conference

Watch live streaming on Periscope: OntWritersConf


